
DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK… May 4, 2020; 1 Peter 2:1-25 
I pray you discovered something new about yourself and the heart of Peter a9er finishing 
chapter one of 1 Peter. This week we are going to examine our own hearts, spiritual growth, 
what is our foundaAon and being submissive. May God bless you as you read and study His 
word. (from Donna Williams, Landisville Church) 

Let us pray: Jesus, our Rock of SalvaAon, hear our prayers as we seek your truth in our lives this 
week. Help us to discover more of ourselves and how we can become more of your church in a 
world that is fallen and lost. Fill us with the joy and truth of how we can become believers and 
follower of Jesus. Show us why it is so important to have a personal and spiritual relaAonship 
with you. Bind us together so we may grow together as true believers, followers and become 
your disciples. In your Holy name me pray. Amen 

Monday- Meditate on 1 Peter 2:1-3  
o As your read verse one it starts off with one word, THEREFORE. This is referring to what we 

learned last week. We have been reborn again in the truth of Jesus Christ. We are new 
creatures in Christ. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV) 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put 
off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceiCul desires; 23 to be made new in the 
aEtude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 
• Therefore, we are commanded now to rid ourselves of all evil acAons. Look at the long 

list I found in three translaAons of the Bible: malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander, 
hatefulness, insincerity, jealousy, wickedness, pretense, grudges, gossip…… 

• Ask yourself these quesAons: 
➢ How many of these tempt you or enter into your life daily? 
➢ What evil acAons or thoughts do you see in your life that you could add to this list? 
➢ A9er reading and searching your heart in Chapter 1, how can you see that this could 

affect the righteousness and holiness of your life?? 
➢ Does this give you the desire to be more aware of your thought and acAons? 

o Think about these three words and how they can affect your physical and spiritual 
nourishment? 

➢ FEEDING- To provide something necessary for nourishment. 

Scriptures to help you reflect on. 
Proverbs 3:8 (NIV) 8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 



MaOhew 3:4 (NIV) 4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around 
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 

John 4:34 (NIV) 34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his 
work. 

1 Corinthians 10:3 (NIV) 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 

Hebrews 5:12-14 (NIV) 12 In fact, though by this Zme you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not 
solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being sZll an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching 
about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to disZnguish good from evil. 

➢ EAT- To chew, swallow or consume. 

Scriptures to help you reflect on… 
1 Corinthians 10:4 (NIV) 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual 
rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 

John 6:51 (NIV) 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread 
will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

MaOhew 5:6 (NIV) 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 

MaOhew 4:4 (NIV) 4 Jesus answered, “It is wriOen: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

➢ DIGEST- to absorb 

Scriptures to help you reflect on… 
Jeremiah 3:15 (NIV) 15 Then I will give you shepherds aeer my own heart, who will lead you with 
knowledge and understanding. 

Isaiah 55:2 (NIV) 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not 
saZsfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

Isaiah 25:6  (NIV) 6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 
peoples, a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines. 



• Ask yourself these quesAons: 
➢ I take care of my physical nourishment daily but do I do the same for my spiritual 

nourishment? 
➢ How am I feeding myself spiritually and do I need help with that? 
➢ Spiritually am I sAll a baby drinking milk or have I grown to eat more solid food? 
➢ Can I digest what I am reading in God’s word or what tools do I need to help me? 

Tuesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 2:4-12 
As you read these verses you will find a lot of deep meaning in words and messages. Ask 
yourself how can I apply this to my life and do I have this Cornerstone as a strong foundaAon in 
my life. The theme in verses 4-12 is the Status of Believers. Verses 4-8 addresses the Spiritual 
House, verses 9-10 the Chosen People and verses 11-12 Aliens and Strangers. 
• Ask these quesAons as your read: 

o What is this Spiritual House? 
o Who makes up this Spiritual House? 
o Is this Spiritual House the Church or the Body of Believers or both? 
o Who are the Chosen people and am I one of those chosen by God? 
o Who are the Aliens and Strangers then and today and do I know anyone today that I 

could be an example so they may be chosen also? 

Key words to meditate on and ask, what do they mean to you and how does that impact your 
spiritual life with Christ. 

• Living Stone –Christ and he wants us to have a personal relaAonship with him. 
• Life Giving Stone –The living Christ gives himself to us. 
• Water- John 4:10-14  (NIV) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gi9 of God and who 

it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you 
living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

• Bread – John 6:51 (NIV) 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world.” 

• Living way - Hebrews 10:20 (NIV) 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, 

• Life giving spirit - 1 Corinthians 15:45 (NIV) 45 So it is wrijen: “The first man Adam 
became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 



• Stones – Reflects Jesus word to Peter: Majhew 16:18 (NIV) 18 And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome 
it. 

• Spiritual House –Spirit of God, Acts 2:33 (NIV) 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see 
and hear. 

• Holy Priesthood – The body of believers and who reflected the holiness of God. 
• Mediator – Jesus Christ, 1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV) 5 For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 
• Believer – The chosen or elect people by God. 
• Holy NaQon- People belonging to God and receive Gods’ mercy. 
• Resident Alien and Stranger – We believers who are temporarily here on earth who are 

heaven bound. We are strangers and aliens to those who don’t believe and they judge us 
for giving God the glory. 

• Holy Sacrifice- Is Jesus Christ! How can we give a holy sacrifice? Maybe by our life 
praising him and trying to live a holy life. By our Athes and offering or just helping those 
in need. 

• Precious Cornerstone- Jesus- We can have two amtudes toward the cornerstone. We 
can trust Him or reject Him. If we trust Him we will have a firm foundaAon in our faith 
and receive eternal life in Heaven. But if we reject him the result is the opposite…we will 
crumble and fall and our eternal life will be in Hell. 

1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV) 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the 
man Christ Jesus, 

This was a lot to take in today… Take more Ame during the week to reflect on these words and 
scripture verses. 

Wednesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 2:13-17 
Today will really hit home. We will look at the wriAngs of Peter to help us understand and apply 
being submissive and the gi9 of freedom; two tough things to get discernment and peace from. 
As we are charged to become submissive to Government, ruler and masters as we trudge 
through unchartered waters of dealing with Covid -19 and the governing of decisions being 
made by the President and state officials may challenge our trust and wisdom in the leaders.  
As we read the scriptures and study the word submissive, I pray it will give you the confidence 
and trust in God and His chosen leaders today. There will be two key words we will focus on. 

o SUBMISSIVE 
➢ Webster’s definiAon of SUBMISSIVE: The act or fact of accepAng or yielding to a 

superior force or to the will or authority of another person. 



Scriptures to meditate on… 
Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) 17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be 
a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 

Romans 8:7 (NIV) 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hosZle to God; it does not submit to God’s 
law, nor can it do so. 
Titus 3:1 (NIV)  Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authoriZes, to be obedient, to be 
ready to do whatever is good, 

➢ Biblical definiAon of SUBMISSIVE: (This is from the Voice Bible) the true purpose of biblical 
submission, however, is not to sancAon any type of inequality but to honor Jesus even in 
the most difficult circumstances. Offering an amtude of humility toward those who are 
undeserving of it mirrors the unmerited favor of God graciously gives to us. When 
submission is modeled evenly by all believers-male and female, young and old- it is no 
longer enslaving, but liberaAng.  

Scriptures to meditate on… 
James 4:7 (NIV) 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Job 22:21 (NIV) 21 “Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will come to 
you. 

This gives you man - worldly and biblical definiAon. As you read the verses ask yourself these 
quesAons: 

o What or when do I submit to God? 
o What or when do I submit to the man or the world? 
o When do I submit to Gods’ authority? 
o When do I submit to government authority? 
o Are there rewards when I submit to God and or government? 

Scriptures to meditate on… 
Romans 13:1-2 (NIV) 13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authoriZes, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authoriZes that exist have been 
established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has insZtuted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 

Titus 2:7-8 (NIV) 7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those 
who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. 



o FREEDOM 
➢ Living in the world this is what we DEMAND: the state of being physically 

unrestricted and able to move easily 
➢ Biblically, what Jesus DID for us: the state of not being imprisoned or enslaved 

Our prayer today is that through our faith God is in complete control and he has a perfect plan 
for us. If we chose to honor our government authority, God will bless us with his goodness and 
perfect plan. 

If we go against the act of God guiding our leaders there are always consequences. This is 
where our freedom of choice can be a blessing or a curse. So, today Trust God and let go of all 
fear or anxiety. GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME----ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD! 
Romans 13:1-17 (NIV) 13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authoriZes, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authoriZes that exist have been 
established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has insZtuted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers 
hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from 
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in 
authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear 
the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authoriZes, not only because of possible 
punishment but also as a maOer of conscience. 6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the 
authoriZes are God’s servants, who give their full Zme to governing. 7 Give to everyone what 
you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if 
honor, then honor. 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the conZnuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and 
whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law. 11 And do this, understanding the present Zme: The hour has already come for you to wake 
up from your slumber, because our salvaZon is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the dayZme, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, 
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to graZfy the desires of 
the flesh. 

Thursday- Meditate on 1 Peter 2:18-25 
Yesterday we looked at being submissive to rulers. Today it’s about slaves submimng to their 
masters; tough idea to swallow.  



At this Ame in the Bible it was referring to household servants. Slaves were to obey their 
masters whether they were kind or cruel. Peter is addressing the ChrisAan slaves and his 
teaching may apply to employers and employees today. 

o Slave   
➢ A person who is the legal property of another and is forced to obey them. 
➢ A person who works hard without proper appreciaAon. 
➢ A person who is excessively dependent upon or controlled by something. 
➢ A person who excessively works hard. 

As you read these definiAons of the word slave; ask yourself these quesAons. 
o How did verse 18 make you feel? 
o What did it make you think of? 
o Have you ever felt like you were a slave to something or someone? 

Scriptures to meditate on… 
Titus 2:9-10 (NIV) 9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please 
them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully 
trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior aOracZve. 

Ephesians 6:5-8 (NIV) 5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with 
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when 
their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord 
will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free. 

1 Timothy 6:1-2 (NIV) 6 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters 
worthy of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not be slandered. 2 Those who 
have believing masters should not show them disrespect just because they are fellow 
believers. Instead, they should serve them even beOer because their masters are dear to them 
as fellow believers and are devoted to the welfare of their slaves. 

Look at verses 19-20. Really? Is that just and fair? Now read it from the Voice Bible…does that 
make it a lijle less painful to submit too? 

1 Peter 2:19-20 (NIV) 19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust 
suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beaZng for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this 
is commendable before God. 



Ask yourself these quesAons: 
o What is the Reward?  
o Why would I be called to do this? 

1 Peter 2:21 (NIV) 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. 

1 Peter 2:21 The Passion TranslaZon (TPT) 
21 In fact, you were called to live this way, because Christ also suffered in your place, leaving you 
his example for you to follow. 

o Christ Our Great Example 
➢ He commijed now sin 
➢ He did not retaliate ; Insult for Insult 
➢ He willingly suffered and made no threats 
➢ He trusted in His Heavenly Father’s judgement over man’s judgement 
➢ He bore our sins on the Cross- Innocent but charged guilty 
➢ He gave us life so we would die to sin 
➢ He was Righteous and healed our wounds so we may be righteous 
➢ He was the Shepherd and Overseer for all the lost sheep…US 

o Now the Big QuesAon; how can you not submit to this Great Master of Love, Mercy, 
Grace, and Forgiveness…Jesus Christ? 

o Examine your life and what do you want to give up on that Cross that has kept you a 
slave? 

o How can you be a bejer example for yourself and for others to see? 
o Have you said THANK YOU Jesus for bearing your cross of being a slave to sin 

Scriptures to meditate on… 
Isaiah 6:3 (NIV) 3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is 
the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

1 Chronicles 16:31 (NIV) 31 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among 
the naZons, “The LORD reigns!” 

Friday- Meditate on 1 Peter 2:18-25 
o Today reflect on what you read this week.  

o What did you learn about the Living Stone? 
o Have you accepted and received in your heart the most loving gi9 of Christ’s submission 

to His Father? 
o How can this make an impact and change in your life? 



o Have you given up what you are a slave to this week? 
o Do you see now why Christ has made you a chosen and called child of God? 

Pastor Tim gave us homework on Sunday to do this week.  The Covid-19 is the name of the 
virus and the 19 represents the year the virus was discovered. He asked us to pick one category 
out of the four and write down 19 things. Here are the categories. 

➢ 19 Reasons of CelebraAon 
➢ 19 Reasons to be Thankful 
➢ 19 Things God has done in your life 
➢ 19 Things you need to change in your life 

I would like you to write down each day one thing from each category and do this for 19 days. 
Write it on a separate tablet or journal and then look back at the lists. Take noAce how Jesus 
has blessed YOU His CHOSEN ONE! Praise God Almighty!! 

Let us pray: Jesus, thank you for loving us that much that you died and rose again. Thank you 
for being our firm foundaAon and the guarantee that you will never waver or fall. Forgive us 
Jesus for our wavering and falling short to sin. May we openly confess our sins and receive your 
forgiveness.  

We praise you and worship you for the empty cross and tomb. Mold us into the image you 
desire us to be. Open our hearts more to receive your Spirit. Thank you for these past two 
weeks of revealing the message of Peter to us and changing our lives. Help each of us to grow 
closer to you and learn more of who you are in our lives. We love you Lord and praise the 
Mighty name of Jesus. Amen


