
 DEVOTIONS: 1 Peter 5:1-14 

Good morning! How exci0ng it has been reading and discovering what Peter has to teach us. It 
is hard to believe this is our final chapter. I hope you have learned some new insights and are 
able to apply them to your life and how to share the gospel.  

I am praying you all are doing well and are being empowered more each week by being in God’s 
word. Hope you have a blessed week and stay safe and healthy.  

Your sister in Christ, 
Donna Williams 

Let us begin in prayer: 

Blessed Savior we gather together eager to learn more about Peter and your direc0ons for our 
lives. We thank you for the protec0on and provisions you have blessed us with so far. Comfort 
those who are struggling physically, emo0onally, spiritually and financially. Your grace is 
sufficient for us each day. Thank you! 

As we begin this final chapter of Peter, Lord open our hearts and eyes to see you clearly and feel 
your Holy Spirit within us to con0nue to discover you and ourselves as we try to serve you. Place 
someone in our path this week that may need a kind word of hope through you. Give us the 
words and wisdom to share our love of who you are in and through us. May we bring you great 
pleasure in our words and ac0ons. Bless this day and all who may be in it. In your Holy name we 
pray. Amen. 

• Monday- Meditate on 1 Peter 5:1-4 

As we read chapter 5 it is addressing the elders in verses 1-4 and the young in verse 5-11. Verses 
12-14 it explains the purpose of the leUer and the benedic0on. So, let’s begin to see what Peter 
is teaching to these groups of people. 

• Elders -In Hebrew it means “bearded ones” reflec0ng age, wisdom, experience 
and influences to func0on as an elder. In the book of Acts, Paul states elders of 
the church being overseers of the flock or congrega0on. 

• Witness of Christ suffering – verse 1 

➢ Peter had been with Jesus from the early days of his ministry and 
witnesses all the phases and the suffering on the cross. As we had read 
in 1 Peter 2:21-24. 

• Sharing the glory to be revealed. 



➢ John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

➢ John 2:11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the 
signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. 

• Sheep - Verse 2- Peter is fulfilling Jesus command to feed his sheep and being his 
overseer. 

➢ Luke 15:3-7 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has 
a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country and go aPer the lost sheep unQl he finds it? 5 And 
when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. 
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there 
will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

➢ John 21:15-17 When they had finished eaQng, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” 
he said, “you know that I love you. “Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third 
Qme he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the third Qme, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
sheep. 

• Elder and Overseer- In verse 3 elder and overseer are interchangeable not to use 
as a dictator but to be an example to others. 

➢ Titus 1:7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be 
blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 

• Chief Shepherd - Verse 4 Is Christ Jesus. 

• Crown of Glory – Verse 4 is the inheritance we are promised…that will never 
fade. 

➢ 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the 



prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown 
that will last forever.  

• Tuesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 5:5-11 

• “In the same way”-In verse 5 the elders being the example submit to those who 
are older and wiser the elders. 

• Humble – Verse 6  

➢ Luke 14:11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Commentary from the Voice Bible: Humility is rarely a virtue that our 

culture values. We’re trained from an early age to show our strengths and 
hide our weaknesses. This type of thinking also spills over into our models of 
leadership, as we learn to dictate to others how they should perform. Peter, 
however, says that we should be humble in our relationships with one 
another and not lead as dictators. In fact, this humility before one another 
and God is actually the position of the greatest strength. Our enemy desires 
to consume us, but we find strength to resist him when we are dependent 
upon God for His strength. 

• Anxiety – Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situaQon, by prayer and peQQon, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

• Self-control and alert – In verse 8 Peter is reminded of his weakness keeping 
awake during Christ praying in Gethsemane.  

➢ 1Thessalonians 5:6,8, So then, let us not be like others, who are 
asleep, but let us be awake and sober. But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, pueng on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvaQon as a helmet. 



➢ Maghew 25:36-46 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and 
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul 
is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch with me.” 39 Going a ligle farther, he fell with his face to the 
ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken 
from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 40 Then he returned to his 
disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with 
me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not 
fall into temptaQon. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went 
away a second Qme and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this 
cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 43 When he 
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So he leP them and went away once more and prayed the third 
Qme, saying the same thing.45 Then he returned to the disciples and said 
to them, “Are you sQll sleeping and resQng? Look, the hour has come, 
and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us 
go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

• Devil prowls around like a roaring lion – Ready to devour. 

➢ 1 John 3:8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

• Resist him – In verse 9 resist the devil and stand firm on your faith. Again 
showing us through James’ words of what Peter is telling us in Chapter 5. We are 
united as brothers a fellowship of believers. 

➢ James 4:7-10 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn 
and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will liP you up 

• Followers – Verse 10- This is our promise from God he has called each of us to 
follow and by His grace he has given us the right to receive eternal glory. So to 
suffer a liUle while here on earth is worth the eternal glory in Heaven with Christ.  

• Wednesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 5:12-14 



• Final GreeTngs from Paul – The leUer to bring encouragement and to express the 
truth of God’s true grace for all and stand firm in it. 

• Silas – He is a faithful brother in Christ and the messenger of the leUer to the 
people. 

• She – Refers to the church or congrega0on in Babylon. 

• Son Mark – Peter regards Mark with such warmth and affec0on that he calls him 
his son. It is possible that Peter led Mark to Christ. 

• GreeTng of love and peace- with a kiss. 

• BenedicTon- Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

• Thursday and Friday: I would like to share some thoughts and ques0ons with you 
and ask you to spend the rest of this week in pray and see how God wants you to 
be an example to others in the midst of suffering to follow Jesus. It may be 
suffering in some eyes but as followers of Christ it brings joy, love and 
completeness in having a personal rela0onship with Jesus. It brings joy to God and 
you when you are obedient to His calling.  

• Three expecta0ons of God. 

➢ God EXPECTS me to SERVE! 

➢ God EQUIPS me to SERVE! 

➢ God ENCOURAGES me to SERVE! 

• Now ask yourself these ques0ons. 

➢ Where am I serving? 

➢ Who am I serving? 

➢ When am I serving? 

Psalm 100:2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 

Hebrew 6:10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as 
you have helped his people and conQnue to help them. 



• As you take 0me and reflect on all that Peter has shared with you in these 5 
chapters…ask yourself how can I take up my cross and lead someone else to Christ. 
Or just share and seek out more from your church family to know Christ more. 

• I pray that just reading daily, God’s word has made you hungry for more. 

Let us pray: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for this precious 0me with you each day over the last five weeks. 
Thank you for opening my heart, my eyes and my ears to feel, see and hear your voice. Thank 
you for the example of Peter’s life and how you used his weakness and faults for your glory. This 
has given me the encouragement that I also can be used by you. Con0nue to equip me and give 
me that willing heart to serve you in any way you call me. Help me to be obedient to your will. 
In the Almighty name of God the Father I pray. Amen. 


