
             DEVOTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: 1 Peter 4:1-19 

Good Morning! I just wanted to take some 5me and check in on all of you. How are you doing? 
How are you holding up in this 5me of Covid-19? I pray that geDng in God’s word and listening 
to what Peter is teaching will give you the hope and peace you need un5l this is over and we 
can gather together. If at any 5me you need someone to talk to or need prayer. Please feel free 
to call me.  

You all are in my prayers daily. God Bless you! Donna Williams 717-393-9869. 
______________________________________________________________________________
Let’s pray: 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for each new day you give us. We praise you and honor you with 
our lives. Thank you for bringing us through another week and we ask your blessing on each 
person as they spend 5me in your word. Give us good health, peace, comfort and hope of all 
your promises. Mostly the peace of knowing we are never alone! You are always with us. May 
we honor you in our words and ac5ons today and always. In your Holy name we pray. Amen 

As we have studied so far three chapters of first Peter; I hope you have seen the theme Peter is 
trying to express to us. He is teaching by his own experiences of oppression. He warns us 
(followers of Jesus) not to be surprised by these ordeals of oppression, judgment and trials. 
Jesus went through the same things for each of us so that we will entrust in God and have 
courage to face 5mes of crisis. Peter wants us to have that hope and remind us to imitate the 
one who has called us and that is Jesus. Living for God! 

• Monday- Meditate on 1 Peter 4:1-4 

Verse 1: In the NIV transla5on three words stuck out to me. 

• Therefore – A statement of fact that Christ did suffer to the extent of 
death on the cross. 

• Arm yourself- A warning to prepare yourself. 

• ADtude – To take on what Christ has willingly done for you. You will also 
have to sacrifice and suffer to be a follower of Christ. 

I like how the Voice transla5on states verses one and two. It clearly gives the WARNING, the 
FREEDOM from the chains of sin and the REWARD of the guidance from God as He wills. 

1 Peter 4:1-2  Since the Anointed suffered in the flesh, prepare yourselves to do the same—
anyone who has suffered in the flesh for the Lord is no longer in the grip of sin— 2 so that you 
may live the rest of your life on earth controlled not by earthly desires but by the will of God. 



• Commentary from the Voice Bible: 

The reality of suffering in the world causes many to ques5on the existence of an all-powerful 
and all-loving God. A God of power and love is expected to be both able and willing to remove 
suffering from our lives. Ul5mately, God will make all things new and end suffering, but for now 
God allows it and calls us to rejoice in the midst of it. Though we may not understand it, pain 
and suffering have a purpose in God’s plan, and our Creator is not immune to it. Through Jesus 
God enters into our suffering; now we are called to enter into His. 

Verse 3 – A reminder of our old life before being set free from sin. 

Verse 4 – The worldly judgment of those who have not given their lives to follow Jesus. They 
don’t get it! Their desires of joy and happiness are temporary and ours are for eternity!   

• Tuesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 4:5-9 

In verse 5 “judge the living and the dead” may need some clarifica5on for us. 

• Judge – This is the Father and Son who will be the judge on the great, 
final judgment day.  

John 5:27 (NIV) 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

Acts 17:31 (NIV) 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with jusRce by the 
man (Jesus) he has appointed. He(God the Father) has given proof of this to everyone by 
raising him from the dead.” 

James 5:9 (NIV) 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 
judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

• Living and the Dead- Those alive and those dead when the final 
judgment day comes.  

In verse 6 “For this reason” refers to the preaching of the gospel was done before these people 
had died not aier death. There will be no opportunity for people to be saved aier death. Also 
living and the dead refers to those living in the Spirit of God and those who are dead in Christ. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV)  27 Just as people are desRned to die once, and a[er that to face 
judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a 
second Rme, not to bear sin, but to bring salvaRon to those who are waiRng for him. 



• Judgment- Man’s judgment by the pagans in the world. Christ’s judgment 
is for us now to receive him in our lives to avoid the final judgment if we 
deny Christ. 

• If we accept Christ he will let us live eternally by the Holy Spirit guiding us 
un5l we are home with Him. 

Acts 2:22-24 (NIV) 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the 
cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 

In Verse 7 – The end WILL come! Be self-controlled. 

• Pray – Through our self-control we will be able to pray fervently. 

1 Corinthians 7:5 (NIV) 5 Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a 
Rme, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will 
not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

In Verse 8 – This is another reminder to love each other deeply. Be of willing hearts not 
grumbling in your ac5ons of love. 

Romans 12:13 (NIV) 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. PracRce hospitality. 

• Reminder -In the verses they are reminding us of Jesus’ New 
Commandments in the New Testament. 

Maehew 22:37-39 (NIV) 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. 

• Wednesday- Meditate on 1 Peter 4:10-11 

These two verses are a prayer from Peter to God’s people. The same prayer we should pray for 
ourselves to honor God the Father and Jesus. This prayer will also lii up the members of the 
Chris5an Community in faith and hope; not for any selfish advantage. 

I love how verse 10 is worded in the Amplified Bible. Peter 4:10 (AMP) 10 Just as each one of you 
has received a special gi[ [a spiritual talent, an ability graciously given by God], employ it in 
serving one another as [is appropriate for] good stewards of God’s mulR-faceted grace 



[faithfully using the diverse, varied gi[s and abiliRes granted to ChrisRans by God’s unmerited 
favor]. 

• Spiritual GiSs – God’s gii of grace upon us to con5nue the ministry of 
Jesus Christ by serving him. 

• What are your giSs? 

• Have you ever taken a spiritual giS test? 

• We can do much with the giis God has given us and it will bring great joy. 
If we are doing something outside our giis we will struggle and we won’t 
feel the joyfulness or deep down eager desire to serve. 

• Do your giSs change? Yes, for every season of life and spiritual maturity 
you are given more giis or different giis; which are according to the will 
of God.   

• Meditate on these scriptures: 

Romans 12:4-8 (NIV) 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same funcRon, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gi[s, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gi[ is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully. 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11(NIV) Now about the gi[s of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were 
influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except 
by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of gi[s, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There 
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all 
of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestaRon of the 
Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 
wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gi[s of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to 
another prophecy, to another disRnguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different 
kinds of tongues, and to sRll another the interpretaRon of tongues.11 All these are the work of 
one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

If you want to seek out your giis ask yourself these ques5ons below. 



• What am I passionate about? 

• What causes pain to me that is in the world? 

• How can I make a difference in the world? 

• Where do you want me to serve you Jesus? 

• Who needs an encouraging word of hope that I can share through your 
gospel? 

• God, what are you equipping me to do for your Kingdom and your 
people? 

• Help me to be open to hear and obedient to act on your calling. 

Let us pray:  

Father, this is our prayer today! May I live out the words that Peter is giving us today? If I speak, 
I should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If I serve, I should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

• Thursday - Meditate on 1 Peter 4:12-19 

The theme of suffering for being a Chris5an con5nues. I am going to give you some new scriptures to 
meditate on.  

• Verse 13 

Maehew 16:21-23 (NIV) 21 From that Rme on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

• Verse 14 

John 15:18-21 (NIV) 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’[a] If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If 
they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my 
name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 

Romans 8:17 (NIV) 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

• Verse 17 – If God brings judgment on his own people how much more 
serious will the judgment be for the unbeliever? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%253A18-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26720a


• Verse 19 – Is our command. Read it and commit to it today. 

1 Peter 4:19 (NIV) 19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves 
to their faithful Creator and conRnue to do good. 

• Friday - Meditate on Psalms 33 

As we are now  into our 12th week of not gathering together; I would like you to meditate on 
Psalm 33. I was just reflec5ng one morning and this Psalm touched me. I feel like it is giving us 
the hope and affirma5on of God’s love and promises to carry us through this season. 

Make this Psalm your prayer today! Thank you Lord Jesus for your faithfulness and 
uncondi5onal love. Amen 

 Psalm 33 (NIV) Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fimng for the upright to praise him. 
2 Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 3 Sing to him a new 
song; play skillfully, and shout for joy. 4 For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in 
all he does. 5 The LORD loves righteousness and jusRce; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 6 By 
the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 7 He 
gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.8 Let all the earth fear 
the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him.9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he 
commanded, and it stood firm.10 The LORD foils the plans of the naRons; he thwarts the purposes 
of the peoples. 11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through 
all generaRons. 12 Blessed is the naRon whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his 
inheritance.13 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;14 from his dwelling 
place he watches all who live on earth—15 he who forms the hearts of all, who considers 
everything they do. 16 No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great 
strength. 17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing 
love, 19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 20 We wait in hope for 
the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you. Amen. 


